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wo slstens, a binch of cats and
clogss and o wisole lot of dolls live &l Eerste
Epelantiersdwarsstrasd 4. The sisters, Lida
amd Rlethe, are real Jordaamers. “We grew up
on Lirndegrachl Tor the most part of our
Brves it maen and dad moved here on the
first fioar [ later bought the second fheor,
and when both mum. and dad died my
younger stster moved in,' Rietje sas

Thedr honse is hand G0 miss wnd hos
become incredibly popular over ecent
years; it's even a sightseeing landmark in
omie oo Armesterias tourisd brochames Thae
budlding sl isnt as picturesgque a8 e
ldier heoses i the Jomdaan, atl the win-
dow decorstions give it a umigue, [Einy
tae- like appesramnce.

Then: afe many NDowers and planls, in
Pty e dalTerenl-sized daolls cling o
Pebeciny Framsi=. I you stand for & manile o
tak in &l in, you will sbso see parrods, bears,
cats, birdhouses, sunflowers and batter-
e, svonggst womy cibher knbok-knacks

Rietle started off smadl with a pot plant
here and there, “We don't hove & garden—
st hioapses i thee Jordaan doni—but we
hawe abways wanbed one, In the obd dags it
wis mone & custom for people in the Jor-
damn to use all the spece available for
alternodive masmes. We e thes sbreet as an
ooclenedon of our lving moom and we pul

fowers &l over the walls and agaanst win-
dows Lo compensate for & garden, Kiege
sy

Hoon Cheey silarted 10 expansd on thelr
decorations as more became svallahle
‘Every so often we go io & garden centre
and we always find something new, lke o
Birdhouese, or o liEte bear inon basket. S0 we
oy bt ared put it up around our windows
My sister is more notive with the dolls
thanggh, shie vsed 8o mader them for n living. "

And s the seaeson chunges, S0 does the
display. For Halloween, the sisters dress up
tha= abol ks ses will s, arel for Smterkdins amd
Christmaes, the walls amd wirddows ame also
redecorated aocordingly “We really do it for
oursefves. We know psople look and take
pictures. E=specially during Christmas i
ablrscls sitenibon, becaise we make a real
effort. I8 In memory of our Cather whin
always loved Chrisimas, When he died in
Angust, we pat up the Christmas display in
Seplember, just becuzse wie knew he would
like Ie Wi o 1t in homour of hisn, b i§ also
rerrnds v of howr the Jordnan wsed o be'
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Oy the Geouadibloemrestrut. you willl fnd seyv-
el ‘expressve” windows, but number K54
sarubs ol predty in pink. 1es oocupant. 42-
yinarold Saskin, bas Beed in Arsterdam for
20 years andl works a8 a sfesrmaker. A

shverracker k8 nol just & decormtor; it mears
someons who creates an stmosphere by
miaking pecphe lugh, deessing up, and cre-
nting o welcoming dooor,

Socdcin's lightheamtedness is mirmored in
heer window display, On the ket hangs an
angel next 1o a Mexican skeleton, while o
miirror dangles abwve Artis de Partis post-
cards. Te thee right, a Pippd Longstocking
sty o niext 10 another Artis e Panis
peesdciund, all in frond of pink curtades. T ove
Fippi, she 5 my idol Shell water the Dow-
ers while it rains. She just does anyihing
sl fiesids ko, alll wiih podd intenbons amnd &
b srnide. And Artis de Fans 8 more the
childhod nostalgia, e really giees me a
s of hofmee, she siys

Theiere soema (o be o Clear stnaciians,
gt as & whole, i looks to reprosent. many
pants of Saskis o5 she also mises in social
andd philcsophical standpoings,

I o bl closer ot the window you
will fird & small stump of The Litile
Prince by De Saint-Exupdéry. The quote
beaelovm it reaulds: “Llessentiel el invisdble
poeir s genr” [Thie ecssendial is invisibie
iy Che dmyes’)

Thails thie wiky 1 see life. The small
things are imponant and you can’l always
Ik For it Bot of eourse the bigger s in
il =hoaild meot e Fooided, such &8 poveny.
Thats why' | stisck on e “Make Poverty
History ™ sticker, Saskin says,

Sacskia b= ndso influcnced by Hundert-
wisset, ihe Apstrian painter whe laber in his
career developed  kis  theory  of
Ermrsmstomatism”, bessed in part on Surmeal-
ist suatomatism, bl concentrated on the
rode of thee ohserver, mither than the artist.
As such, HundemBtwasser said that every
person bk the might 1o pick up a bresh and
peEint & ane-melee anes aromnd their own
wirnlows s selF-eapressson.

Humidertwisser Ofumed i@ wouskd make
e world & wiisde lod more inderesting, and
the ihought seems 1o be catching on. “My
nieghbier has stamed paatieg ot Ltk stat-
s and props i froet of e wirdow o,
Altheuagh initiadly 1 do it for me, because |
like to come home to o house that looks
cube, it's also nkoe (o see people appoeciat-
ing it and reading the notes,” she says.

For Saskia, decomting her window is o
way of communécating and a way of muik-
ing the world a prettber place. Many
sty would surely agnee it 5 a oolour-
fal warld looking throwugh her rose-tinted
gloreu=
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With the chilkdren away at schood and her
hishand & work, Jose sits quietly in her
hack garden-house, This s whene she
palris and sculpts. Bt it's not the garden-
huse alome that's home b her creativity,



